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1 The Fall and Re-
rise of China
 Loss of centrality in Asia 

from 1840
 Regained strong statehood 

from 1949
 Achieved economic 

development from late 
1970s through reform and 
openning-up

 Being pushed onto the 
center stage in 2010 after 
becoming the No.1 economy 
in Asia





China
Unprepared 

For example, in 2007, the party 
aimed to quadruple per capita 
GDP from the level of 2000 by 

the year of 2020, 

from less than 1000 US dollars 
in 2000 to about 3500 US 

dollars by 2020.

that target was already 
realized in 2010, ten years 

ahead of the plan.

1. Lower Planned 
Growth Rate

2. Fixed Price 
perspective

3. Not considering RMB 
appreciation 



“China is a sleeping giant. Let her sleep, 
for when she wakes she will shake the 
world.”               ― Napoléon Bonaparte

Now China awakes. 
What will China do?

“major-country diplomacy with 
Chinese characteristics”

From 2013



Insufficient Leadership
• Poverty
• More so with Trump

Wrong Leadership
• War in Iraq
• More  so with Trump

International 
Leadership 

Crisis

2 International leadership Crisis and China
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Typology of International Leadership
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To Lead or Not? Should be No Longer a Question for China
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u If we define international leadership as the practice and ability of 
international actor(s) to foster the realization of specific shared goals 
in the international society, through the exercise of its influence and 
with the support from other actors.

u A more important question is how China will lead

u In Author's view, China should embrace a facilitative leadership, a 
new type of of international leadership
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3 A New Framework for Analyzing International Leadership

Indicators Categories Sub-Categories

1 Number of 

leaders

Unilateral leadership                  

plural leadership

Parallel 
Complementary

Concerted
Competitive         

2 Purpose

Solipsistic leadership/

self-serving ledership
 

Win-win leadership

3 Method

Attractive leadership

Ideational
Institutional

Solution-providing
Benefit-giving

Coercive leadership
Military coercive

Economic coercive
Normative coercive



3 Continued
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Indicators Categories Sub-Categories

4 Style

Hierarchical/Patronal 

leadership
 

Empowering leadership

5 Domain
Thematic leadership

Security

Economy

Environment

Regional leadership  

6 Performance High, Medium ,Low  

7 Legitimacy High, Medium ,Low  



UNSC

G20

American-led 
Liberal Order/

Unilateral Order

Western-led 
Liberal Order

More Inclusive 
plural order

G7, NATO,TTIP

What after American Leadership? 

4 Facilitative Leadership and China



4 Facilitative Leadership and China
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Facilitative international leadership means that China 
uses its substantial influence to advance the shared 
goals of the members of international society, to 
achieve joint development and progress, in a 
cooperative, win-win, attractive and empowering 
manner.

And it is happenning:

China is supporting 
inclusive multilateral 
institutions:
UN, WTO,IMF, G20 , 
Paris Agreement

China is leading to build 
new inclusive multilateral 
institutions:
AIIB, NDB, SCO



u From East Asia's Sickman to A Global Power



Though, compared with existing multilateral institutions, 
China likes the new ones it leads to build 

Source: IMF, WB, ADB, AIIB, AMRO

AMRO



 And the Belt and 
Road initiative
Supported by
• AIIB
• NDB
• Silk Road Fund

 And a Call to Build 
a Community of 
Shared Future for 
Mankind
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5 Facing the Trump Challenge:

• Trump now is labeling China as a strategic Competitor, a Rival, Revisionist power.

• Tillerson called China a new imperialist power.

• People in China just can not comprehend what the US government is talking about.

• With US government in this Shape, it is 

every other country's interest to work together. 

u Some kind of Europe-China joint leadership is 

essential to sustain the world order, even if Europe 

and China have different views on many issues

u While all of us need to engage the US, and 

bring it back to the real world

u A world needs countries to work and lead together.
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6 Conclusions

• China should take more responsibility as an 
international leader

• China should learn from the mistakes of the US 
and western  count r ies  in  in ternat iona l 
leadership and NOT to pursue a unilateral, 
egoist, coercive or monopolized international 
leadership

• China should purse a collective, win-win, 
attractive, limited and empowering facilitative 
international leadership

• And working with other countries to provide 
collective leadership that the world demands.
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Thank you!Thank You！


